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the past seven years, due to the increase in the number of motorcycles and the
increased risk to each motorcycle. During this period there was a major increase
in the proportion of motorcycles with an engine size of 400 cc and higher out of
the total number of motorcycles. This trend is cause for concern since the riders of
such motorcycles are injured and killed more often than riders of smaller and lighter
motorcycles.

In 2019, accidents involving heavy vehicles accounted for 28% of the total number
of fatalities and 14% of the total number of severe injuries. About two-thirds of
these casualties were the result of truck accidents, and one-third the result of bus
accidents. The rates of truck accidents relative to truck kilometrage are decreasing;
however, the rate of busses involved in accidents has not changed notably in the past
seven years. Compared to other countries, in Israel, the rate of casualties resulting
from bus accidents is extraordinarily high.

The goal of this publication is to provide interested parties, professionals, and
policymakers in the field of road safety in Israel with a knowledge base regarding
road accidents, with the aim of adjusting and directing policy and practice.

128



129

2019 — 2013

extent than other drivers, and so were drivers aged 75 and older. An analysis by
age, gender, and population group shows that young male drivers were involved in
a substantially higher number of accidents compared to older men; among women,
no notable difference was found between younger and older women. For all age
groups, Arab male drivers were involved in accidents more often than Jewish male
drivers; however, this difference is particularly prominent in the younger age groups.
These differences have not changed particularly over the past seven years.

An analysis of casualties according to their main characteristics shows that the
proportion of teens and young adults aged 15-24 and senior citizens aged 65 and
older involved in accidents is significantly higher than these age groups’ proportion
in the population, whereas children aged 14 and younger are involved in accidents
to a lesser degree than their proportion in the population. In absolute figures, the
past seven years have seen an increase in the number of riders of bicycles, electric
bicycles, and electric scooters injured in accidents. There was no marked change in
the rates of other road users involved in accidents. Throughout the entire period, the
risk of being injured or killed in a road accident was higher in the Arab community
compared to the Jewish community, especially with regard to child pedestrians and
car drivers and passengers in all age groups.

Child casualties have decreased in the past seven years, both in absolute figures
and in the rate of casualties per 100,000 children. An analysis of the decrease
according to population group shows that most of the decrease occurred in the
Arab community. However, there is still a large discrepancy in this respect between
Arab and Jewish children, and in 2019 the risk of a child from the Arab community
to be involved in a car accident was 2.5 times higher than that of a child from the
Jewish community. About two-thirds of the children killed or severely injured were
pedestrians.

In the past seven years, the rate of seniors aged 65 and older killed or severely
injured in road accidents was twice that of road users aged 0-64. However, the
number of casualties aged 65 and older decreased notably in 2018-2019 compared
to the previous five years. Most senior casualties are pedestrians.

Pedestrians comprise nearly one-third of road accident casualties in Israel. However,
over the past seven years, their share among the casualties has slightly decreased.
Compared to other countries, the rate of pedestrian fatalities in road accidents in
Israel is higher than average due to the high rate of deaths among children and
seniors aged 65 and older. Most child pedestrians were not hit while crossing a
road but rather in other circumstances; those hit while crossing a road mostly did so
inattentively. By contrast, 75% of seniors aged 65 and older were hit while crossing
a road, almost always crossing attentively.

The number of motorcycle riders killed or severely injured rose considerably over
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Executive Summary

In 2019, 57,498 traffic accidents involving casualties took place in Israel. These
included 355 fatalities, 2,394 casualties with serious injuries, 79,618 casualties
with minor injuries, and extensive economic damage. In 2017-2018, the number of
fatalities and severe injuries did not increase, and in fact decreased compared to
2016. However, the decrease did not continue in 2019.

The findings detailed in this publication reveal long-term trends, accident patterns,
and differences in risk level according to various characteristics, including type
of accident, vehicles involved, demographic characteristics of the casualties and
drivers, and more. The main findings are detailed below.

The Past seven years have seen a steady increase in the number of vehicles in Israel
and their total kilometrage. Furthermore, during this period hundreds of thousands
of micro mobility vehicles (mostly electric bicycles and scooters) came into use in
the Israeli urban space. Contrary to the previous two decades, during this period
there was only small change in the rate of fatalities and severe injuries relative to
kilometrage, population, or number of vehicles.

A global comparison shows that in the past three years, the rate of fatalities per
kilometrage in Israel was similar to the OECD average. However, the rate of fatalities
per 100,000 population in Israel was lower compared to other OECD countries.
The discrepancy is explained by the extraordinarily young age distribution in Israel
and the relatively low number of cars per capita. Comparing the rate of fatalities
separately for each type of road user reveals some noteworthy differences: (1)
children and pedestrians aged 65 and older in Israel are at a substantially higher risk
than the OECD average for these age groups; (2) relative to the population, drivers
and passengers of passenger cars in Israel are at a much lower risk of injury than
their OECD counterparts. The rate of fatalities per number of passenger cars is also
relatively lower; (3) per 10,000 motorcycles, the rate of motorcycle drivers Killed in
Israel is very high and is increasing.

An analysis of vehicles by type over the past seven years shows a rapid increase in the
total number of kilometers traveled in Israel (kilometrage). Relative to kilometrage,
in 2019 motorcycles were involved in severe accidents 15 times more often than
passenger cars, while busses were involved in such accidents nearly four times
more often than passenger cars. The rates of passenger cars and trucks involved
in severe accidents have been declining, while the rate of motorcycles involved in
accidents has been rising. New busses and passenger cars were less involved in
accidents compared to older vehicles of the same type. However, no comparable
connection was seen for motorcycles.

An analysis of driver involvement in car accidents relative to the number of licensed
drivers shows that new and young drivers were involved in accidents to a larger
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